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Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 
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In accordance with Rules 1.56 and L97(c) and MPEPs: Section 
2001.06(a), the references listed on Form PTO-1449 were cited in the International 
Search Report for International Application PCT/US 01/12180 and are hereby brought 
to the attention of the Examiner as being possibly material to examination of the 
subject U.S. Patent Application. An English language version of the Intemational 
Search Report, Form PCT/ISA/210, is also enclosed. 



I hereby certify that this correspondence (along with any paper referred to as being attached or 
enclosed) Is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as First Class Mail in an 
envelope addressed to: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231 on 
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Serial No.: 09/550,345 



Since this disclosure is being made after the payment of the Issue Fee 



due in connection with this U.S. Patent Application, no consideration of these 
references is expected and placement in the file is requested. The undersigned 
certifies that this disclosure is being made within three months of the 17 January 
2002rniailing date of the Intemational Search Report by the European Patent Office 
in the above mentioned related PCT Patent Application. 



Form PTO-1449 (1 page) is enclosed with a copy of each and every 
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Hoffinan Estates, Illinois 60195 
TEL (847) 490-1400 
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reference cited on Form PTO-1449. 
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